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 The beginning of knowledge is the discovery of 
something we do not understand 





































This research paper is dedicated to: 
My Wonder Woman (mom) “ Bu Kardiyati” and my Hero (dad) “Pak Yatin Suyono”, 























In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 
Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb 
All the praises and thanks to Allah SWT, the Lord of the ‘ Ālamīn 
(mankind, jinn and all that exists) who always gives kindness, mercies and 
blessings to the writer with health and tremendous power to finish the research 
paper entitled A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS ON COMMANDING 
UTTERANCES IN THE GREAT DEBATERS MOVIE MANUSCRIPT. Peace 
and salutation are also given to our prophet Muhammad SAW, the last Messenger 
of God, who has guided us from the darkness to the brightness, from stupidity to 
cleverness and from Jahiliyah to Islamiyah. The success would not be achieved 
without the help, support, and encouragements from many people during 
conducting and finishing the research paper. Therefore, on this opportunity, she 
would like to express her special gratitude and appreciation to the following 
people: 
1. Drs. H. Sofyan Anif, M.Si., Dean of School of Teacher Training and 
Education of Muhammmadiyah University of Surakarta, for approving this 
research paper,  
2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S., M.Hum., Head of English Department 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 
 viii
3. Dra. Malikatul Laila, M.Hum., the first consultant who always gives 
guidance, advices, supports, corrections, discussion, and also cares about the 
writer, 
4. Drs. Djoko Srijono, M.Hum., the second consultant for the willingness in 
supporting, and giving advices, guidance, and correction about the weakness 
of this research paper, 
5. Hepy Adityarini, S.Pd., MA., for always sharing everything, 
6. Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum, M.Ed., for always giving motivation and 
support, 
7. The lecturers of English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta, for transferring the knowledge and giving guidance, 
8. Her great lovely parents, Ibu (Bu Kardiyati) and Bapak (Pak Yatin Suyono), the 
real teachers in her life. She is nothing without you both. Thanks for 
everything Mom, Dad. I do love you both forevermore, 
9. Her beloved siblings, Mas Yudha and Mas Illoo Tewe. Thanks for all what you 
have given to me. You both are the sweetest brothers ever, 
10. Her second parents (Pak Iyo and Bu’ Etan), her sister in-law (Mbak Nining), 
her nieces (Kania Putri Najwa and Almira Sanari Falisha), her grandmother 
(Mbah Sutiwi Kismo Diharjo) and all the extended family who have given a 
true love, cares, prayers, supports, and valuable lessons. Thanks a lot for this 
warm and beautiful family, 
 ix
11. Her best companion ever, “tha-tha” Rietha Kusumadewi Anwar, who always 
shares happiness and sadness together everywhere and everytime. Thanks 
for this beautiful companionship and togetherness, 
12. Her great lovely friends, Dias Kartika Rini, Erna Dewi Kartikasari, and Tiny 
Amore Chatalu, thanks for this warm and meaningful friendship, 
13. Her faithful partner, Wafda “Honey” Maria, who always gives hands and 
shares everything in doing and finishing this research, 
14. Anggiet “toon” Noviana Poetry, the chubbiest one who never stops supporting 
and helping the writer, 
15. Kanda Agung Septian Hidayat “Piggy Genduuud”, thanks so much for 
everything. “You complete me (^_^)” 
16. Her great friends in MUEC (Muhammadiyah University English Course): 
Mas Erick (the smart brother and teacher), Wastu (the best partner), Amir 
(the “Gokil” ex-dir), Mas Fajar (the kind brother), Jupe&Yoga “Duo 
Ndudz”, Fakhrul&Ika, Mas Ariz&Arsih, Ukhti Aniq&Akhi Binyamin, 
Wida&Rijal, Mas Ridho&Mb Ani (the couples in MUEC), Illy “Wilson”, 
“MenKeu” Mb Lia, Mb Sandhit, Om Rinto, Mb Fajria, Mb Yuni, Miss. 
Aning, Mb Hatma (“Mak Comblang”), Mb Shara, Mas Burhan, Athur, 
Oktri, Tata, Didi, “Dream” Impian, Mega, Ririn, Firman, “Kao” Rizki, Wati, 
Juli, Yani, Aisyah, Ian, thanks for the togetherness and this wonderful 
family, 
17. Her dearest companions in MEDS (Muhammadiyah English Debating 
Society): the smart girl “Fitri Endah Pratiwi”, the wise and kind sister “Nova 
 x
Surya”, the nimble girl “Dwi Ha”, the humble boy “Bang Soni Nugroho”, 
the chair person “Agung Van D’Man”, the funniest companion “Arfin 
Setiawan Ombak Lautan”, the calm boy “Arsyan”, Mas Ichsan RR, Hawari, 
Bukhori, the inspiring one “Buna RR”, thanks for all the new experiences 
and knowledges. We are “The Great Debaters”. Speak the truth!, 
18. Her other academic communities: EDSO (English Department Student 
Organization), Radio Mahasiswa “Rapma FM 94.2” and PPL’s partners, 
19. Her funny classmates in English Department ’07: Julian Anto, Bung Jawa, 
Ivuni Brenda, Pooh, Idudh, Maksum Fauzan, Annis Nemo, Puput, Tiwiex, 
Saly, Arwan, Saty, Septi, Anisa, Ika, Lila, Dayu, Meila, Adhib, Dadang, 
Roma, Iwan, Tyas, Wiwid, Mund2, Aya, Ayu, Destian, Iin, Tina, Minnie, 
Hanung, Max, Dewi Fitri, Dewi Ratna, Vita, Indah, Nurul, who always 
make fun and “gokil”ness in the class. 
20. And others which cannot be mentioned one by one, who help the writer in 
finishing the research paper and for all the big supports. 
The writer realizes that this research paper is still far from being perfect and 
still needs many improvements. However, the writer hopes this research paper 
will give useful significance to readers.  
Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb 
       Surakarta, June     2011 
 
 





Yunisa Widyarini, A 320 070 111. A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS ON 
COMMANDING UTTERANCES IN THE GREAT DEBATERS MOVIE 
MANUSCRIPT. Research Paper. Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2011. 
 
This research studies about commanding utterances in The Great Debaters Movie 
Manuscript. The objectives of the research are to describe the linguistic form and 
the implicature (implied meaning) of commanding utterances. 
 
The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. The method of 
collecting data is observation and analyzing document by selecting the 
commanding utterances which can be found in The Great Debaters Movie 
Manuscript. To achieve the objectives of the study, the writer identifies the data 
based on the linguistic form and describes the implicature. 
 
The result of the data analysis shows that there are three forms of commanding 
utterances, namely declarative sentence (32.4%), imperative sentence (64.7%) and 
interrogative sentence (2.9%). Meanwhile the implicature is classified into two: 
Conventional Implicature which includes ordering (38.2% ), requesting (14.7%) 
and Conversational Implicature which covers Ordering (20.6%), prohibiting 
(11.8%), requesting (5.9%) and suggesting (8.8%). 
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